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It all starts with a popularity contest. Maybe that’s why state politics can seem more like they’re taking place in a high school lunchroom than at the capitol building. There’s the cliquish mentality, the petty arguments, the backstabbing, the broken promises–these are the dynamics we in the newspaper business too often find ourselves reporting, but of course there’s more to the political process than what makes the evening news. Occasionally lawmakers even pass a bill or two.

For our 2009 political yearbook, Honolulu Weekly asked every Hawaii representative and senator–plus Gov. Linda Lingle–the same five questions, giving elected officials a chance to reflect on the session and tell it like it was–or some approximation thereof.

The most frequently expressed sentiment was a plea for more constituent involvement. Your legislators want to hear from you, they want you to rally at the Capitol, they want you to weigh in when it comes to crafting legislation–well, at least, the ones who took the time to write back to us do anyway. Here’s what they had to say.

We have made all of the responses available online. The link box to the right will take you to the lawmakers’ complete responses.

Get involved

Find contact information for all elected officials at [capitol.hawaii.go]v. The really impressive ones even list their cell phone numbers.
Factoid

House bills: 1,843 introduced; 115 passed.

Senate bills: 1,680 introduced; 136 passed.

Total: 3,523 bills introduced; 251 passed.

· Contact
· Privacy Statement
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Karl Rhoads / 28th Representive District
Phone 808-586-6180; Fax 808-586-6189
reprhoads@Capitol.hawaii.gov

1. What was your biggest accomplishment this session?
“The passage of SB 605 was my proudest moment this year. SB 605 was the Senate version of an anti-noise bill I drafted, HB 61. SB 605 requires the Department of Health and the county liquor commissions to utilize a weighting system that better picks up bass noise. Throughout the district I represent, noise has been degrading the quality of life and I am happy to say that in collaboration with Senator Fukunaga and the Honolulu Liquor Commission this measure passed both the House and the Senate and is now awaiting the Governor’s signature.”  

2. With which piece of 2009 legislation are you most proud to be affiliated and why? 
“See answer to question 1.”

3. What was the biggest disappointment of the session and how might a similar disappointment be prevented in the future?
“For me the biggest disappointment was the failure to pass my bill, HB 993. HB 993 would have required the State to save money during economic expansions to be utilized during recessions. If HB 993 had been in effect 5 years ago, our budget crisis this year would have been much less severe and critical government services would not be in jeopardy as they are now. Assuming that the majority of the electorate agree with me about the wisdom of a robust rainy date fund, more voter involvement would have ensured the passage of this bill. As it was, it was included in the House Majority Package and passed over to the Senate where it died. More interest from the public would have improved the chances of its ultimate passage.”

4. Debating which issue turned out to be the biggest distraction from your priorities?
“The poor state of the economy. My priorities are reducing crime, more affordable housing and a better educational system. It is difficult to accomplish much in these areas when funding for all of them is being reduced.” 

5. What’s one thing you wish voters better understood about you or the political process as a whole?
“I wish people understood that they do have influence in this building. It always amazes me that on our long session days where most of the important bills are voted on, there are only a handful of people in the gallery. We are making decisions that affect everyone’s lives and there is no apparent public interest at all. Send an email, make a call, write a letter. We need to know what you think and the system works much better if you are involved.”

« Senator Fred Hemmings | Senator Colleen Hanabusa »
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