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Kukui Plaza Prostitutes

While prostitutes cruise Kukui Plaza, the neighborhood takes action

LUCY JOKIEL

rostitution has been a part
of life in Downtown Ho:
nolulu for many years.
Ho'okamakama was the
Hawaiian term referri
o sailors seeki

ing their ship

end the practice but encountered much
resistance.
Today, more tha

000 people live,
work or cruise through Kukui Plaza’s
two 38-floor condos bordering Nu‘uanu
and Kukui streets. Until recently, doz.

ens of prostitutes pounded the pavement
on Kukui Street from early morning:
1o late at night, watching out for Hono-
lulu police. On a busy day. prostitution
stings on O‘ahu arrested as many as 500
prostitutes, including the recent arrest
of President Obama's close high school
friend for allegedly soliciting a prosti-
tute on a fake online escort website, ac
cording to police reports

Community Patrol
For more than a decade, Kukui Plaza
hbortiood volunteers

residents and ne
participated in a Citizen's Patrol that
alked around the Chinatown area once
a week for more than an hour to observe

and report illegal activities. They often
ched into the Chinatown Police Sub-
station on Maunakea Street to check on
the status of broken video cameras in
stalled in the station to monitor criminal
activity. “It pays to complain,” says 74
year-old Delores Mollring. “We don't
for politicians

Sit on our butts and

to solve our problems.
In 1998, after a young man was
urf war over pros-

murdercd during
titution on the corner of Nu‘uanu and

alize the probl
we thought.” atusow, sec-
retary of the Downtown Neighborhood
Board. “It galvanized our community
like never before.

For residents awakened by gunshots
on the night of the shooting, the criminal
activity became a platform that brought

nd showed that
ht the problem.

the problem to ligh
more was needed to f

A week after the shooting, the man-
of Kukui Plaza took a video from
the garden deck of the building
tured about 15 prostitutes continuin
ply their trade on Kukui Street

Political Action

In 2006, Rep. Karl Rhoads, who lives
in th an active member
of the Citizen’s Patrol, was elected to
the State House, District 28 (Palama
Chinatown, Downtown, Lower Makiki
and Sheridan). Tn less than five years
he has helped pass major state legisla
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Beware, there be hookers here

tion benefiting the district, including
two significant bills in the 201 1 session
related to prostitution crimes. Both bills
will be in effect when the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) confer.
ence convenes in Honolulu in Novem
ber 2011, at which time government,
tourism and law enforcement offi
expect a rise in prostitution activity and
1o the influx of some

sex trafficking d

20,000 attends
HB 240 amends section 28-101 of the

Hawaii Revised Statutes, authorizi

the attorne,
tution cases as a crime of the “g
priority” in terms of the increased fund.

neral to include prosti
atest
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Bills introduced by by
Rep. Karl Rhoads’
HB 3002 (2008) - Made habitu-
al solicitation of prostitution an |
| offense. This bill increases the pen-
alty for prostitution customers who
repeatedly patronize them. It does
not alter the penalty for prostitutes
themselves.

- HB 1978 (2008) - Prohibits public
urination and defecation in China-
| town and Downtown. |
- HB 1984 (2008) - Prohibits consump-
tion of alcohol in common areas of

public housing complexes.
| HB 111 (2009) - Equalizes the time
| state and public employees have to
seek redress for overpaid or under-
paid wages.

needed for witness security and pro.
tection. It also increases the offense of

promoting prostitution in the first and
¢ to.a class A and B felony,
respectively. The measure makes the of

fense of habitual prostitution a class C
felony and raises the penalty for those
who regularly patronize prostitutes.
Raising the Stakes

In the 2011 legislature, Rhoads intro
duced HB 44, which makes it a misde-
10 pay a fee o

meanor to offer or a;
another person for the purpose of sex
ual conduct when within 750 feet of a
school or public park

HB 44 and other anti-prostitution
bills raise the stakes for pimps. sex
traffickers and customers of prosti

tutes, while adding protections for the
prostitutes themselves who [may] wish

" says Rhoads
who was named Freshman L
the Year for 2007 by the
Hawai'i Professional Assembly

HB 44 also raises the penalty for
johns soliciting prostitutes close to
schools and parks.” Rhoads adds. “Our
keiki should not have to run through a
auntlet of pimps and johns when they
£0 10 school or to the park.

Contact: Rep. Karl Rhoads,
808-586-6180
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